Reducing
Test Case Bloat

Lanette Creamer

Adobe Systems, Inc
PNSQC 2009

Copyright 2009 Adobe Systems Incorporated. All rights reserved. Adobe confidential.



Introduction

ATester and Test Lead at Adobe since 2000

ABrand new to an Agile team as of Sept 09

AC-Python scripts, collaboration, user focus, agile
(so far), .bat files, vectors, open type fonts,
reporting high drama bugs.

AD-Virtual isolation, clip art, spiders, waiting,
retesting, unethical metrics, humid places
without ice at all.




AWhat is a Test Case? What is Test Case Bloat?

AWhat does this have to do with "The Future of Software
Testing?”

A Methods to reduce test case bloat in practice.

A Areas you may wish to avoid reducing test cases in and
why.

AWhen you can't cut the bloat, can you prioritize it?

AYour brilliant ideas!

AQ&A




Section One: Why reduce at all?

“I have no help to send, therefore |
must go myself.”

J.R.R. Tolkien
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What is a test case? What is test case bloat?

My definition today:
Any test you plan to spend time on executing at least once.

VARIATIONS ON BLOAT

AJean Hartmann's talk on Wednesday
AThis talk

AWhen should you use each bookend

AWhat does this have to do with “The Future of
Software?”




Section Two: Find the bloat

“All we have to decide is what to do
with the time that is given to us.”

J.R.R. Tolkien
The Fellowship of the Ring 1954
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Is it worth keeping?

Cost versus Risk
If it doesn’t result in a bug is it bloat?

If it does result in a bug is it always the most important bug?

Does Reduce mean Delete?
s it worth keeping all test cases just in case?

A Time

A Culture




